THE DUALITY OF THE SHOFAR
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The Talmud (Mesechet Rosh Hashana 16b) states: “Rav Kruspadai said in the
name of Rav Yochanan; three books are opened on Rosh Hashana, one for those
who are absolutely wicked, one for those who are absolutely righteous, and one for
P33, bainonim, those who are neither righteous or wicked. Those who are abso-
lutely righteous are immediately inscribed and sealed for life, those who are abso-
lutely wicked are immediately inscribed and sealed for death; the judgment of the
inonem i il Yom Kippur. If [by that time] they have increased their
merit, they are inscribed for life, if not they are inscribed for death.”
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In his Laws of Repentance (3:3) the Rambam records this talmudic statement ; LA o sk s . :
but in_the case of the bainoni, he departs from the talmudic text. Instead of the D:‘? .‘!‘.‘nj L"J"Tp'SﬁP?’.: {UTH‘? -[Us: '3.7"21.?-'.7 '\.U-Tﬂ:'\ 1
words, "'If they have increased their merit, they are inscribed for life,” the Rambam T I L i sk ST S
inserts, “Ifthey repent they are inscribed for life.” Whereas the Talmud implies that :::I? ! '" l: M .l:@}'p N? '-r:fr:; ﬂ_hbm 5;

any kind of merit is sufficient to “'tip the scale” in favor of the bainoni, the Rambam

fs " : S ; ! The first day of the seventh month® shall be a sacred holiday to you
E i rls th, on% if he repents is the bainoni considered absolutely righteous and when you may not do any mundane work. It shall be a day of soundin the
inscribed for life. _ s '

[ram’s] horn.
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The Holy One, Blessed is He, said, *... on Rosh OEp IDIE3 N3 DIWD D> O
gazhu]nah recite before Me [verses that spezk of _Qﬂpl .on: g by ovh oypbs b b
0d’s] Sovereignty, Remembrance [of all events] and N
Shofar blasts: Sovereignty so that you should make i J,DDB S'JDDDb ]’5'!3’ Tf“ 220 53 2 thp
Me i KeEE RenGAbaAe o et o 9 oonbo pbp o7 omE max bt amEs
:membm;e should rise up before Me for [your] orf oD DHDM BB 2UDT3 PIDE 3D MO
enefit. And through what? — through the Shofar’ T N3 "
R P ough the Shofar PO D THDD OMITD O°EIN IMED T by,

© * As Rambam puts it, perhaps we do

not know the intellectual reason for the commandment of shofar, but it has a
symbolism that we can comprehend. It is like a bugle blowing reveille for a
slumbering soul, saying, ‘Wake up, you sleepers, from your sleep, and you
slumberers, rouse yourselves from your slumber and return to God.’
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§ The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and desirable to the eyes;® s
and that the tree was attractive as a means to gain intelligence. She took some 1 God made leather garments® for Adam and his wife and He clc hed
of its fruit and ate [it]. She also gave some to her husband, and he ate [it}. them. _
_‘P{’ The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were - 9 ,a‘;vz) J S2- PN
naked. They sewed together fig leaves, and made themselves loincloths.

10 1 will greatly rejoice in God, my soul will exult in my God; for He has
clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of

% They heard God’s voice moving about® in the garden with the wind of
the day® The man and his wife hid themselves from God among the trees of

the garden. * God called to the man, and He said, “Where are you [trying to righteousness, as a bridegroom puts on a priestly garland, and a bride adorns
hide]?” herself with herjewels. 1! For as the earth brings forth her growth, and as the
== 10 ] heard Your voice in the garden,” replied [the man], “and I was afraid garden causes its seeds 10 grow; so God the Lord will cause righteousness and
because I was naked. so I hid.” glory to spring forth before all the nations.
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¥ Rosh Hashana is the beginning of the year. The spiritual
forces operating at moments of beginning are unique. “Hakol
holech achar harosh — Everything goes after the beginning”: the

entire course of any process is determined by its beginning. This
i1s because a beginning is a conception, and conception
represents the laying down of the genes which are the blueprint
for everything which is built later.
4
Rosh Hashana correctly lived should leave one
supercharged. The energy achieved should be so great that the
rest of the year can be lived accordingly — not as a continuation
but as a constant experience of newness! Spark must become flame
and that flame must spark a new blaze; always. That is Jewish
living, There is a mystical idea that being alive today because

one was alive yesterday is called dying. Being really alive
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‘means that one’s life is generated today, not as a passive result
of the past but as an explosion of newness now and always.
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1931 And so, too, O HasHEM, our God, instill Your awe upon all Your

works, and Your dread upon all that You have created. Let all -
works revere You and all creatures prostrate themselves before You.
Let them all become a single society, to do Your will wholeheartedly.
For as we know, HASHEM, our God, that the dominion is Yours, might =
is in Your hand and strength is in Your right hand, and Your Name -
inspires awe over all that You have created.
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then the M itself'is transformed from the Myn which is a derivative of N, fear,

into a different MM, namely, one which is a derivative of my, friendship. The

word MNIN, as a derivative of My, friendship, is often used in the Torah. For K10 OXW WK LDAR AY1TA ayTin on mpenm
. MDW NYCPR M0 AW Whn aving
Similarly, 0PN interprets the Passuk of 11 T2 ynIn, as one who enjoys the 3a

friendship of G-d, and not as the blast of G-d nor the destruction of G-d ‘93 2% W7 17DY1 DWW YW ATt apysn vy

] L8R UV R orb 703 W wIna wpn
K When w1 is, thus, changed from the sense of destruction to that of ovh o @wp TNoT Yw a¥mn A03a (9Ann
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friendship, then, likewise, the Y77 is transformed into ©¥am.
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signs and wonders. * But untl
eyes to see and ears (© hear.
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Mlsﬁnaﬁ Atraveler too far from home to arrive before the E‘fa
il he can establish his eru within the techum ol his

who, due to the lateness of the hour, cannot reach the techum of his home in time to place an eruv

defines how he may establish his residence within that techum without
19 ywm 77712 3w — One who was traveling on Friday afternoon an

to reach home before the Sabbath,

Sabbath residence be at its t + he has defined a specific area under th

MK DBYK 1Ry T 1h17 oipnn — he may trave!
up to two thousand ames, 7K ovpYR AN T YN —
thousand amos.!9 MK DDIK NYIIE apwenwn 2m KyN) —

thousand amos. "
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At the moment of conception all details are being coded
most potently; it is therefore the most critica? mom.ent. No
subsequent moment can ever have the intensity a.nd
significance of that first moment. The flash oF corlceptlon
contains everything, all later development Is simply a

revelation of what was created during that first flash.

4

It is important that we understand the concept of N1*3] 127, majority of merit, and
ni3y am, majority of sin, These terms cannot be defined with simple arithmetic,
adding the total of each; because the merit of a single mizvah might be great
enough to counter the effect of many sins, and the harmful effect of a single sin
might be greater than the merit of many mitzvos. The Rambam (Ibid) himself
writes: niy b b topwn xan o1 Ypuel” “This evaluation is the evaluation of the
Almighty, as [only] He knows their true worth.”

On the other hand, regardless of any qualitative method of evaluation, the final
decision of p"T¢ or ¥¥3, righteous or wicked, is still made on the basis of a majority,
regardless of how the majority is defined. Thus while using the yardstick of quality

rather than quantity to measuré indivi

_fumeric terms. _

G 7

«/ In our new approach, we suggest that a majority of menit or sin is not the result of
_man's specific activity or conduct, but rather the description of man's relationship to good
and evil which is rooted in his innermost being. The term nip1 "3am describes a

_person who is attached to that which is good, with every fibre of his being, and "12m
| is rooted in his very soul.

niv*3y describes a person whose attachment to evil

e} ,
This new approach alleviates the Eroblems of a person’s status being subject to
daily or hourly change. As an luscration: though it is possible for a_man of
_patience to become angry on occasion; he nevertheless does not lose his trait or
status as a patient man because of an angry moment. Similarly, a person with the
status of NI"QY =377, majority of merit, does not lose his status because of a momentary

lapse of sinfulness.

H4

This approach also relieves the question posed by Reb Itzele regarding the Ram-
bam’s insistence that a bainoni must repent in order to be inscribed for life and that
no other merit will suffice. In our view a bainoni is not one whose deeds are numeri-
c_zglly balanced between good and evil, for if that were so, any merit would be
adequate to make a majority. Rather a bainoni is one whose attachment to good and evil is *
equal, without his being committed to either. A bainoni is essentially a person without a true
identity and therefore his status cannot be changed by simply adding good or bad
deeds. Regardless of the number of good deeds a bainoni might perform, he is still
considered a bainoni so long as he remains uncommitted and unidendified. The
Rambam very correctly states the only hope for such a person is repentance for
repentance in his case means that he must make a firm decision and commitonent to
be attached to that which is good with every nuance of his being. Only such repen-
{ance will give him a majority of menit and earn for him the privilege of being
inscribed for eternal life.

this day, God did not give youa heart to know,

bbath may still be able to walk toit on the Sabbath
home. The following Mishnah discussesa traveler
there. The Mishnah
being physically present at the site. )

d it was becomingdark too quickly for him

3% Vg Ny - However, if he said, *'Let my
e tree as his residence; therefore, 2y
| from the place he is standing® to the tree trunk, a distance of
and from the trunk to his home, up to another two
Thus, he is able to travel after dark up to four

Ef_mw e’y 36
o orand .nyee a2 oot o 1me RO

IMNT N IR Am1 13 gRun
vYan’ Mxnar 555 poumpn PRTRIATAT
TEm XTT MR X 2w Y3 yewnb
Tyl baph oMt orRw  ovapni
7137 9PN 39 WY DIRA BRI IR Lpmn
PR qwn1 ®9wmn newa?  29pnnd
PO MART M anPwWwn  Cww opnd
PRy mawnn 7273 ATIRINT MIRRK
TERT 7AW PR TTan M (1B
TR AnNAT oW P 1PU¥2 hnhaw
S nEY o pwm o INZOw Dpnz YD oynd
DrRa neoewnd opwn Y v oR YY1 R JA
Ube  pmaw @737 AW Awab
AD¥57 37 025 7 1 KT TN anaaTmm
% 1AM N APt 3T 457 0 ORw
OT¥n PenA 0 3R DRI

W?Jﬁ"a Nepn o 9

NIMNA AATTAN DR NY21pn KW DwMRE TR0 nnvp Jawn wRIa
ATIMA L37AR WA 931 ,3¥TNY 3¥R TR AIw0 Rt 9 Tl DTRa Yw
01 RT WA WRIA OTRA 17 YApw MIMA 0307 RY aMvn Xy DTRA
37790 OMR NNA0P3 0O B2 IR LT Nrhy [awe mwa el TR
WA WRMA 73 23TNAW

nX MIWS DTN T MOWORT NR WY MWD WRI2W RIDR YR RIDI
A9 DIRAWI ,Mwa Y qwaY o) AR YI3pt NRE MR Ntamna ananTa
N30 R3D A PMAT MY — 43w WRY 013 A1PIMTI WY DR ooy
D) K7 R9K 7293 01 MMIKY I AT P RY T mPTAW A0 O nyawn

swa 93w NTamna nanTed avapl

0 93% RA9TD 0NN Y903 AN YIPR M AT MHRN o
WNPRY DR T3 XYW T2 73w WK 0UTIND TR O3 avun s v K

b))
rﬁ L 1
e {J, Q5

AN DT 71093 YR DAY 13 M0 ATINaY DInR
R 70931 ,ANAY UMY UAT OTWw TR N0
MNPAI ANBWR THET O PRI LA 0T MR
D"y KT T T2WNT (ON LT 0T M nnn
owhw 7R K22 nTitinn Yyan uRanw o
Yw o'mnl ovprie YW mIwn wRI2 0Dl 000
0MNDl OME0Aw UM _.0WUNT1 DU DYWY
e N8 21N27 TNR Yob oupuw e nx b3 Y
T75% "nRl ARY 37ARHY SI3NW D0 ORI Y
W LI DRI M0 DR 3100 DRI 0Ia DR avn
2R ,0ONR3 O°pYIX YW 1IDD RIT 210 OTha 100

/N7 Y NMAT BT 1760 N2 IR ownnw
w1 73 w3 pYRNT ABRDI ORTpm L.wInn
DAw TP, AT AR far B by avaph ek
DX ODXYA O OUamD Mem aTna omm2
ANYRY DMNAI 073N 071N DPTE YW 11903
oy i = B v W 1>y B = K = ) M =R
TTINY WRI B3 MR L TNYY yaua oonnsl omoen
Y397 'R 13V D YYW Y11 W01 1AWR DX w1y
Sw oD TABY mMne ™A LA ok oAt T
12 W¥Y MR 21009 ONyn YRNa? 9N otptTy
R MET AwIRn mwn DRAphw  axbm oran

Jom7 NONON DR DWINRT DRI DRI 12
DY NWTINR N3 00T NPT AR TR 7o by
anoM 00T B uAn DpPnP ’Y D TV L0Uwa

9
7093 AW WINA Wwpn N .o7nY? nbRY annn




	107-The Duality of the Shofar 001.tif
	107-The Duality of the Shofar 002.tif
	107-The Duality of the Shofar 003.tif
	107-The Duality of the Shofar 004.tif

